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Today’s Topics

• Introduction to TAGteach

• Capturing

• Shaping



TAGteach  





Key TAGteach Tool



The Perfect Learning Goal



What you want



One thing



Observable



Five words or less



What you want

One thing

Observable

Five words or less



Capturing

• Observe your child

• Note one behavior to increase

• Tag immediately to reinforce









What is a tag?

• “A tag is any stimulus that 
precisely marks the occurrence 
of the behavior”

 Joan Orr



A tag as a conditioned reinforcer

• When a tag is consistently presented during 
behavior and reinforcement follows, it may 
become a conditioned reinforcer (CR). Peiris 
and Rosales-Ruiz (2022) identify two 
functions of CR’s:
• Tells the learner ‘good job’ (reinforcing function)

• Tells the learner what to do -  ‘consume your 
reinforcer’ or ‘keep going’ (discriminative function)



Why do we need to tag?
"While trainers may or may not want to use a clicker, 

they should be aware that conditioned reinforcers will 

develop. Rather than letting conditioned reinforcers 

develop haphazardly, communication during training 

may be clearer if the trainer teaches and maintains a 

well- defined and consistent conditioned reinforcer, 

such as a clicker, that can serve as a discriminative 

stimulus for collecting the reinforcer.” (Peiris and 

Rosales-Ruiz, 2022, p. 9)



A tag provides the “necessary speed”

“To be effective a reinforcement must be 
given almost simultaneously with the 
desired behavior; a delay of even one 
second destroys much of the effect. This 
means that offering food in the usual way 
is likely to be ineffective; it is not fast 
enough. The best way to reinforce the 
behavior with the necessary speed is to 
use a "conditioned" reinforcer.” 
(Skinner, 1951, p. 1)



What is Shaping?

“Shaping means teaching the 
behavior using a series of steps, 
instead of expecting the learner to 
do the whole behavior at once.”

Jesus Rosales-Ruiz and Mary Hunter



Where to Start

Start with something the learner 
can already do



When do We Need Shaping?

• Component skills are missing

• Other methods are not working 
quickly



Planning
1. Where are we going?

2. Where are we now?

3. How are we going to get there?

4. How will we maintain progress?

5. How will we monitor progress?

Israel Goldiamond



Shaping Plan

• Plan

• Be ready to adjust

• Expect non-linearity











Evaluate

• Procedural fidelity 
checklist

• Video review

• Expectations





Contact Us!

Martha: martha.gabler@gmail.com

Andrew: behavioranalytic@gmail.com

facebook.com/groups/TAGteachAutism
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